St. Thomas a Becket Parish

Baptismal Ministry FAQ
1. God Parents: Why not 2 males or 2 females?

It is part of the Church's tradition. technically, we only need one godparent. If we allow a second, we ask that it be a person of the opposite sex. The Code of Canon Law talks about sponsors (godparents) in canons 872-874. #873 states: "Only one male or one female sponsor or one of each sex is to be employed."

2. How long is the meeting?

1 to 1½ hours.

3. How long is the Baptism on Sunday?

1 to 1½ hours

4. Can we bring children? Do we or can we provide baby sitting?

Please leave your children at home.

5. What happens when parents cannot attend baptism meeting? a) Parishioners who come to church on a regular basis. b) Non-registered parishioners or ones that don't attend church or only at Christmas or Easter. 

In theory, they don't have the child baptised until they participate. In practice, we have not enforced this. The situation is even more complicated than you describe. For example, the Code of Canon Law specifies that a sponsor needs to be trained as well, so it is not just a question of parents showing up. Also, what if this is their 3rd child, and they have already had the same training twice, and decide not to show up? Can we penalise them then?

6. What happens when god parents don't attend the baptism meeting - this happens when they are from out of town?

See previous reply. Godparents need training, period. If not here, then elsewhere. We have already had requests for godparents to attend training here to be able to be godparents elsewhere. It is for our committee to decide if we want to impose a similar requirement.

7. What do we do when parents cannot find god parents? 

The godparents are chosen by the family, but that does not mean it has to be someone FROM the family. We can suggest a name or names, if they are stuck. Quite frankly, though, the inability to find a godparent is indicative of a larger problem....lack of unity in the family, lack of rootedness in a Christian community, lack of understanding of what a godparent does (in many cases, quite a limited role), etc. So such a case needs to be handled pastorally, and should be flagged to the baptismal presiders as soon as possible.

8. Does the baby have to wear white? (e.g. for reasons of special custom)

The baby can arrive at the baptism dressed in a colour other than white.  After the second anointing (the one with chrism) the baby would then have a white garment put on.  The white garment is an important symbol of baptism (it is mentioned in the book of Revelation), and we do not have the authority here in Canada to replace it with something else.

