RITE OF BAPTISM
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RECEPTION OF THE CHILDREN
The baptismal celebration begins at the doors of the church.  The doors are the means by which we enter into the physical church, i.e. the building.  This is a symbol of baptism, by which we enter into God’s Church, made up not of bricks, but of God’s people.  This is also why Holy Water is found at the doors in a Catholic church: we make the sign of the cross with it to remind us of our baptism.
The celebrant now asks the parents some important questions.  The giving of a name has religious significance because this is the name the children will carry with them, even into eternal life.

Celebrant: What name have you given to each of these children? 
The parents say the names of the children.  We then ask to verify their intentions with the following two questions:
Celebrant: 
What do you ask of God's Church for your children? 
All:
Baptism.

Celebrant: You have asked to have your children baptized. In doing so you are accepting the responsibility of train​ing them in the practice of the faith. It will be your duty to bring them up to keep God's commandments as Christ taught us, by loving God and our neighbor. Do you clearly understand what you are undertaking? 
Parents: We do.
Turning to the godparents, we verify their intentions:

Celebrant: Are you ready to help these parents in their duty as Christian mothers and fathers?

All the godparents: We are.

The celebrant now officially greets the children in the name of the Church:

Celebrant: My dear children, the Christian community welcomes you with great joy.  In its name I claim you for Christ our Savior by the sign of the cross.  I now trace the cross on your foreheads, and invite your parents and godparents to do the same.
The children are signed with the cross.  The group then processes into the church, as the choir sings a song:

♫
Jesus’ Hands

Jesus’ hands were kind hands,

Doing good to all.

Healing pain and sickness,

Blessing children small,

Washing tired feet, and saving those who fall.

Jesus’ hands were kind hands doing good to all.

Take my hands, O Jesus,

Let them work for you.

Make them strong and gentle,

Kind in all they do.

Let me watch you, Jesus, till I’m gentle too.

Till my hands are kind hands, quick to work for You.

OR

♫
The Summons
Will you come and follow me, 

if I but call your name?

Will you go where you don’t know,

and never be the same?

Will you let my love be shown,

Will you let my name be known,

Will you let my life be grown in you,

And you in me?

Will you leave yourself behind

If I but call your name?

Will you care for cruel and kind

And never be the same?

Will you risk the hostile stare?
Should your life attract or scare?

Will you let me answer prayer in you

And you in me?

SCRIPTURAL READINGS AND HOMILY

A series of Bible passages are now read.  The first passage is from the Old Testament, followed by a psalm.  The second passage is from the New Testament.  The final passage, which is preceded by a sung acclamation, is also from the New Testament, specifically from one of the four Gospels.

After the readings the celebrant offers a brief homily.  The choir sings the following antiphon after the homily, to help us meditate on it:
♫
Ubi caritas


Live in Charity
Ubi caritas, et amor, 
Ubi caritas, Deus ibi est.
Live in charity and steadfast love,

Live in charity; God will dwell with you.
PRAYERS OF THE FAITHFUL
We now offer a number of prayers to God, asking him to hear our petitions.

Celebrant:

My brothers and sisters, let us ask our Lord Jesus Christ to look lovingly on these children who are to be baptized, on their parents and godparents, and on all the baptized.
Leader: By the mystery of your death and resurrection, bathe these children in light, given them the new life of baptism and welcome them into your holy Church. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Through baptism and confirmation, make them your, faithful followers and witnesses to your gospel.  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Lead them by a holy life to the joys of God's king​dom.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Make the lives of their parents and godparents exam​ples of faith to inspire these children.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Keep their families always in your love.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader: Renew the grace of our baptism in each one of us. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.
The Prayers of the Faithful conclude with a sung litany, by which we implore the prayers of the saints.  The Church is not composed simply of those Christians who are alive today: the Church also includes all those who have gone before us whom God has welcomed into His kingdom.  By baptism we join this “communion of saints,” and we manifest this by the Litany.

LITANY OF THE SAINTS
Lord, have mercy (repeat)
Christ, have mercy (repeat)

Lord, have mercy (repeat)

Holy Mary, Mother of God

Pray for us

Saint Michael


Pray for us

Holy Angels of God


Pray for us

Saint John the Baptist

Pray for us
Saint Joseph



Pray for us

Saint Peter and St. Paul

Pray for us
Saint Andrew


Pray for us

Saint John



Pray for us

Saint Mary Magdalene

Pray for us

Saint Stephen


Pray for us

Saint Ignatius


Pray for us

Saint Lawrence


Pray for us

Saint Perpetua & Saint Felicity
Pray for us

Saint Agnes



Pray for us

Saint Gregory


Pray for us

Saint Augustine


Pray for us

Saint Athanasius


Pray for us

Saint Basil



Pray for us

Saint Martin



Pray for us

Saint Benedict


Pray for us

Saint Francis & Saint Dominic
Pray for us

Saint Francis Xavier


Pray for us

Saint John Vianney


Pray for us

Saint Catherine


Pray for us

Saint Teresa



Pray for us

Saint Marguerite Bourgeois
Pray for us

Saint Marguerite D’Youville
Pray for us

Saint Jean Brebeuf


Pray for us

Saint Aloysius Gonzaga

Pray for us

Saint Thomas à Becket

Pray for us

Saint Isaac Jogues


Pray for us
Blessed Brother André

Pray for us

Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha

Pray for us
All Canadian Martyrs

Pray for us

All holy men and women

Pray for us

Lord, be merciful

Lord, save your people 
From all evil


Lord, save your people

From every sin

Lord, save your people
From everlasting death
Lord, save your people
By your coming as man
Lord, save your people
By your death and 
rising to new life

Lord, save your people
By your gift of the 
Holy Spirit

Lord, save your people
Be merciful to us sinners
Lord, hear our prayer

Give new life to these 
chosen ones by the

grace of baptism 

Lord, hear our prayer
By your grace, bless this 
font where your 
children will be reborn
Lord, hear our prayer
Jesus, Son of the 

living God


Lord, hear our prayer
Christ, hear us (repeat)

Lord Jesus hear our prayer (repeat) 

PRAYER OF EXORCISM
This “minor exorcism” is not said because we believe the children to be possessed, but because we desire that they be protected from all evil influence in their lives.  There are two possible versions of this prayer:

Celebrant: Almighty and ever-living God, you sent your only Son into the world to cast out the power of Satan, spirit of evil, to rescue man from the kingdom of darkness, and bring him into the splendor of your kingdom of light.  We pray for these children: set them free from original sin, make them temples of your glory, and send your Holy Spirit to dwell within them.   We ask this through Christ our Lord.

OR
Celebrant:  Almighty God, you sent your only Son to rescue us from the slavery of sin, and to give us the freedom only your sons and, daughters enjoy. We now pray for these children who will have to face the world with its temptations, and fight the devil in all his cunning.  Your Son died and rose again to save us.  By his victory over sin and death, bring these children out of the power of darkness. Strengthen them with the grace of Christ, and watch over them at every step in life's journey.   We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

ANOINTING BEFORE BAPTISM

This anointing is a special holy oil called the “Oil of Catechumens”.  A catechumen is someone preparing for baptism.  As an adult, it is possible to be a catechumen for 2-3 years.  The children are catechumens for only a few minutes, but the principle is the same.

Celebrant: We anoint you with the oil of salvation in the name of Christ our Savior; may he strengthen you with his power, who lives and reigns for ever and ever. 
All: Amen.

The Celebrant anoints each child on the chest with the oil of catechumens, and immediately lays his hand on each child in silence.

BLESSING OF BAPTISMAL WATER

The celebrant now blesses the water according to one of the following forms, so that is may become the Holy Water used for baptism and other forms of blessing.  If the water has already been blessed (such as during the Easter season) a prayer of thanksgiving is said instead.

Celebrant: Father, you give us grace through sacramental signs, which tell us of the wonders of your unseen power. 
In baptism we use your gift of water, which you have made a rich symbol of the grace you give us in this sacrament.

At the very dawn of creation your Spirit breathed on the waters, making them the wellspring of all holiness.

The waters of the great flood you made a sign of the waters of baptism, that make an end of sin and a new beginning of goodness.

Through the waters of the Red Sea you led Israel out of slavery, to be an image of God's holy people, set free from sin by baptism.
In the waters of the Jordan your Son was baptized by John and anointed with the Spirit.

Your Son willed that water and blood should flow from his side as he hung upon the cross.

After his resurrection he told his disciples: Go out and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit." Father, look now with love upon your Church, and unseal for her the fountain of baptism.

By the power of the Spirit give to the water of this font the grace of your Son.

You created man in your own likeness: cleanse him from sin in a new birth to innocence by water and the Spirit.

We ask you, Father, with your Son to send the Holy Spirit upon the water of this font. May all who are buried with Christ in the death of baptism rise also with him to newness of life. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

*   *   *   *   *
Celebrant: Praise to you almighty God and Father, for you have created water to cleanse and to give life.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, for you offered yourself on the cross, that in the blood and water flowing from your side and through your death and resurrection the Church might be born.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  Praise to you, God the Holy Spirit, for you anointed Christ at his baptism in the waters of the Jordan, so that we might all be baptized in you.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  Come to us, Lord, Father of all, and make holy this water which you have created, so that all who are baptized in it may be washed clean of sin, and be born again to live as your children.

All:  Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:  Make this water holy, Lord, so that all who are baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection by this water may become more perfectly like your Son.

All:  Hear us, Lord.

Celebrant:  Lord, make this water which you have created, so that all those whom you have chosen may be born again by the power of the Holy Spirit, and may take their place among your holy people.
All:  Hear us, Lord.

*   *   *   *   *
Celebrant:  Father, God of mercy, through these waters of baptism you have filled us with new life as your very own children.
All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  From all who are baptized in water and the Holy Spirit, you have formed one people, united in your Son Jesus Christ.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  You have se us free and filled our hearts with the Spirit of your love that we may live in your peace.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  You call those who have been baptized to announce the Good News of Jesus Christ to people everywhere.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:   You have called your children, N., N., to this cleansing water, that they may share in the faith of your Church and have eternal life.
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 this water in which they will be baptized.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen.

*   *   *   *   *
Celebrant:  Praise to you, almighty God and Father, for you have created water to cleanse and to give life.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son, for you offered yourself on the cross, that in the blood and water flowing from your side and through your death and resurrection the Church might be born.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  Praise to you, God the Holy Spirit, for you anointed Christ at his baptism in the waters of the Jordan, so that we might all be baptized in you.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  You have called your children, N., N., to this cleansing water, that they may share in the faith of your Church and have eternal life.  

By the mystery of this consecrated water lead them to a new and spiritual birth.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen.

*   *   *   *   *

Celebrant:  Father, God of mercy, through these waters of baptism you have filled us with new life as your very own children.
All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  From all who are baptized in water and the Holy Spirit, you have formed one people, united in your Son Jesus Christ.
All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  You have set us free and filled out hearts with the Spirit of your love, that we may live in your peace.

All:  Blessed be God.

Celebrant:  You have called your children, N., N., to this cleansing water, that they may share in the faith of your Church and have eternal life.  

By the mystery of this consecrated water lead them to a new and spiritual birth.

We ask this through Christ our Lord.

All:  Amen.
RENUNCIATION OF SIN AND PROFESSION OF FAITH

Baptism is a sacrament of Christian faith, and the children will be brought up in that faith.  As the parents, assisted by the godparents, have the primary responsibility to see that this faith is handed on, they are now asked to renew their own baptismal vows.

Celebrant: Dear parents and godparents: You have come here to present these children for baptism. By water and the Holy Spirit they are to receive the gift of new life from God, who is love. 
On your part, you must make it your constant care to bring them up in the practice of the faith. See that the divine life which God gives them is kept safe from the poison of sin, to grow always stronger in their hearts.  
If your faith makes you ready to accept this responsi​bility, renew now the vows of your own baptism. Reject sin; profess your faith in Christ Jesus. This is the faith of the Church. This is the faith in which these children are about to be baptized.

Celebrant: Do you reject sin, so as to live in the freedom of God's children?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you reject the glamour of evil, and refuse to be mastered by sin?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you reject Satan, father of sin and prince of darkness?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth?

Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was born of the Virgin Mary, was crucified, died, and was buried, rose from the dead, and is now seated at the right hand of the Father? 
Parents and godparents: I do.

Celebrant: Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and life everlast​ing?

Parents and godparents: I do.

The renunciation of sin and profession of faith has been done by the godparents and Christian parents only.  The members of the Christian community who are present at the baptism now offer their assent to these declarations.

Celebrant: This is our faith. This is the faith of the Church. We are proud to profess it, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
All: Amen.

RITE OF BAPTISM

The families now process one by one to the baptism font for the actual water baptism of the children.  The parents and godparents are asked, once last time, to confirm their intention:

Celebrant: Is it your will that N. should be baptized in the faith of the Church, which we have all professed with you? 
Parents and godparents: It is.

As the child is given the three-fold baptism, the celebrant says the words of the baptismal formula:

Celebrant: 
N., I baptize you,
in the name of the Father… 
and of the Son…
and of the Holy Spirit.

♫
Rejoice, You Newly Baptized

Rejoice, you newly baptized,
Chosen members of the Kingdom.
♫
Breathe on Me Holy One
Draw me to the living water,


Cleanse me in that crystal stream,


Wash me in the waters of life,


Seal me with the Spirit of Christ my Lord.

Chorus (Repeat)

Breathe on me, Breath of God,


Rest on me, Heavenly Dove.


Breathe on me, Holy One,

Come, Holy Spirit, come.

ANOINTING WITH CHRISM
The second anointing with oil now takes place, this time with the Holy Chrism.  This oil will one day be used again when the child receives the sacrament of Confirmation.  This anointing is in anticipation of that sacrament.

Celebrant: God the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has freed you from sin, given you a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, and welcomed you into his holy people. He now anoints you with the chrism of salvation.  As Christ was anointed Priest, Prophet, and King, so may you live always as members of his body, sharing everlasting life.

All: Amen.

Each child is anointed on the crown of the head.

CLOTHING WITH WHITE GARMENT
The white garment is a symbol of the new spiritual purity the children have now received from God.  Every baptised person is called to remain in that state of grace.

Celebrant: My dear children, you have become a new creation, and have clothed yourselves in Christ.  See in this white garment the outward sign of your Christian dignity. With your family and friends to help you by word and example, bring that dignity unstained into the everlasting life of heaven.

All: Amen.

LIGHTED CANDLE

By being baptised the children have received special interior graces which give them a new spiritual potential.  The baptismal candle is a symbol of these graces, and a reminder that this new potential needs to be nurtured so that they can become active our lives.  The main Paschal Candle is removed, and the celebrant declares:

Celebrant: Receive the light of Christ. 
Each individual candle is lit from the Paschal Candle.

Celebrant: Parents and godparents, this light is entrusted to you to be kept burning brightly. These children of yours have been enlightened by Christ. They are to walk always as children of the light. May they keep the flame of faith alive in their hearts.  When the Lord comes, may they go out to meet him with all the saints in the heavenly kingdom. 
PRAYER OVER EARS AND MOUTH

This optional prayer is said over the ears and mouth of the children, as Jesus once did fort a man who was deaf and mute (see Mark 7: 34).  We ask God to help the children understand His word when they hear it, and be able to speak of it to others.

Celebrant: The Lord Jesus made the deaf hear and the dumb speak. May he soon touch your ears to receive his word, and your mouth to proclaim his faith, to the praise and glory of God the Father.

All: Amen.

LORD'S PRAYER

We gather around the altar, to remind us that one day the children we share in the highest sign of membership in the Church, which is Holy Communion.
Celebrant:  Dearly beloved, these children have been reborn in Baptism. They are now called children .of God, for so indeed they are. In confirmation they will receive the fullness of God's Spirit.  In Holy Communion they will share the banquet of Christ's sacrifice, calling God their Father in the midst of the Church. In their name, in the Spirit of our common sonship, let us pray together in the words our Lord has given us:

All: 
Our Father, who art in Heaven,
Hallowed be thy Name.

Thy Kingdom come,

Thy will be done, on earth as it is in Heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread.

Forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us.

And lead us not into temptation, 

But deliver is from evil.

CONCLUDING BLESSING

(Intro)
Celebrant: God the Father, through his Son, the Virgin Mary's child, has brought joy to all Christian mothers, as they see the hope of eternal life shine on their chil​dren. May he bless the mothers of these children. They now thank God for the gift of their children.  May they be one with them in thanking him for ever in heaven, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
All: Amen.

Celebrant: God is the giver of all life, human and divine.  May he bless the fathers of these children. With their wives they will be the first teachers of their children in the ways of faith. May they be also the best of teachers, bearing witness to the faith by what they say and do, in Christ Jesus our Lord. 
All: Amen.

Celebrant: By God's gift, through water and the Holy Spirit, we are reborn to everlasting life. In his goodness, may he continue to pour out his blessings upon all present, who are his sons and daughters.  May he make them always, wherever they may be, faithful members of his holy people.  May he send his peace upon all who are gathered here, in Christ Jesus our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God, the Father, and the Son, [image: image3.png]


and the Holy Spirit, bless you.

All: Amen.

OR

Celebrant: May God the almighty Father, who filled the world with joy by giving us his only Son, bless these newly-baptized children. May they grow to be more fully like Jesus Christ our Lord.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God, who gives life on earth and in heaven, bless the parents of these children. They thank him now for the gift he has given them. May they always show that gratitude in action by loving and caring for their children.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God, who has given us a new birth by water and the Holy Spirit, generously bless all of us who are his faithful children. May we always live as his people, and may he bless all here present with his peace.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: May almighty God, the Father, and the Son, [image: image4.png]


and the Holy Spirit, bless you.

All: Amen.

OR
Celebrant: May God, the source of life and love, who fills the hearts of mothers with love for their children, bless the mothers of these newly-baptized children. As they thank God for a safe delivery, may they find joy in the love, growth, and holiness of their children. 
All: Amen.

Celebrant: May God, the Father and model of all fathers, help these fathers to give good example, so that their children will grow to be mature Christians in all the fullness of Jesus Christ. 
All: Amen.

Celebrant: May God, who loves all people, bless all the relatives and friends who are gathered here. In his mercy, may (, he guard them from evil and give them his abundant peace.

All: Amen.

Celebrant: And may Almighty God, the Father, and the Son, [image: image5.png]


 and the Holy Spirit, bless you.

All: Amen.

OR
Celebrant: My brothers and sisters, we entrust you all to the mercy and help of God the almighty Father, his only Son, and the Holy Spirit. May he watch over your life, and may we all walk by the light of faith, and attain the good things he has promised us.

Go in peace, and may almighty God, the Father, and the Son, [image: image6.png]


 and the Holy Spirit, bless you.

All: Amen.

CONSECRATION TO THE BLESSED VIRGIN 
The families now gather around the statue of the Blessed Virgin Mary for a prayer of consecration.  By means of this prayer we ask Mary to offer the children her own special motherly protection and intercession. 
O Blessed Virgin Mary our Mother, when the Son of God decided to take upon Himself our human life in order that we might share in His Divine Life, He did not wish to come to us without your free cooperation. 

He deliberately willed to have need of you. 
Look down today from heaven upon N. and N.  They have received from their parents their human life, and now by the Holy Sacrament of Baptism, they have been given a life which is infinitely superior, the very life of God. 

We know that just as God is their Father, you, O Blessed Virgin, are, in regard to their spiritual life, their Mother in heaven.
We confide these children to you. 

Show yourself as their Mother. 

Watch over their education; nourish them with the life of grace; make them progress in their Christian life just as their human parents; aid them to progress in physical as well as spiritual life. 
Protect the precious life which they have just received. 

Be for them a real Mother and guard them in your arms. 

May these children love you as Jesus Christ loved you, for our love for you is nothing else but a participation in the love your Son has for you. 
In the name of these children, we proclaim today this first prayer to their heavenly Mother:


All:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  Amen.

*   *   *   *   *

Mary, Mother of Jesus, you are full of grace and of the Holy Spirit, the living water of God’s love.

Pray with us that the same Holy Spirit, given to us at Baptism, may purify, refresh, and strengthen us to follow Jesus.  
Holy Mary, look favorably on these children, N., N., and N., and their parents and godparents.  

In Jesus’ Name I now entrust them all to your care, as Jesus entrusted his beloved John to your care from the cross.  
Help each person grow in love for God, inspire each couple to pray together and grow in their willingness to put all their trust in the Father, as you yourself did.  

Mary, given to us as our Mother by Jesus on the cross, help us dedicate ourselves to loving God and one another as Jesus loves us, as we recite the Angel’s greeting to you: 

All:

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with you. 

Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb, Jesus.

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners now, and at the hour of our death.  Amen.
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Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these. (Matthew 19:14)
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