READINGS, RESPONSES, AND VERSES

FROM SACRED SCRIPTURE

FIRST READING

313
[Lectionary: no. 757(1)]

Exod. 17: 3-7

Give us water, that we may drink.


A reading from the book of Exodus

Tormented by thirst, the people complained against Moses.  “Why did you bring us out of Egypt?” they said.  “Was it so that I should die of thirst, my children too, and my cattle?”

Moses appealed to the Lord.  “How am I to deal with this people?” he said.  “A little more and they will stone me!”

The Lord said to Moses, “Take with you some of the elders of Israel and move on to the forefront of the people; take in your hand the staff with which you struck the river, and go.  I shall be standing before you there on the rock, at Horeb.  You must strike the rock, and water will flow from it for the people to drink.”

This is what Moses did, in the sight of the elders of Israel.  The place was named Massah and Meribah because of the grumbling of the sons of Israel and because they put the Lord to the test by saying, “Is the Lord with us, or not?”

This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps. 23

1-3a, 3b-4, 5,6

R. The Lord is my shepherd;

There is nothing I shall want.
The Lord is my shepherd;

There is nothing I shall want.

Fresh and green are the pastures 

Where he gives me repose.

Near restful waters he leads me,

To revive my drooping spirit.

R.
He guides me along the right paths;

He is true to his name.

If I should walk in the valley of darkness

No evil would I fear.

You are there with your crook and your staff;

With these you give me comfort.
R.
You have prepared a banquet for me

In the sight of my foes.

My head you have anointed with oil;

My cup is overflowing.


R.
Surely goodness and kindness shall follow me

All the days of my life.

In the Lord’s own house shall I dwell

For ever and ever.



R.

FIRST READING

314

[Lectionary: no. 757(2)]

Ezek. 36:24-28

I will pour out on you clean water and you will be cleansed from all your sins.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel

“I am going to take you from among the nations and gather you together from all the foreign countries, and bring you home to your own land.

I shall pour clean water over you and you will be cleansed; I shall cleanse you of all your defilement and all your idols, I shall give you a new heart, and put a new spirit in you; I shall remove the heart of stone from your bodies and give you a heart of flesh instead.  I shall put my spirit in you, and make you keep my laws and sincerely respect my observances.  You will live in the land which I gave your ancestors.  You shall be my people and I will be your God.”

This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM

Ps. 34

2-3, 6-7, 8-9, 14-15, 16-17

R. Taste and see that the Lord is good

I will bless the Lord at all times,

His praise always on my lips;

In the Lord my soul shall make its boast.

The humble shall hear and be glad. 
R.
Look toward him and be radiant;

Let your faces not be abashed.

This poor man called; the Lord heard him

And rescued him from all his distress.
R.
The angel of the Lord is encamped

Around those who revere him, to rescue them.

Taste and see that the Lord is good.

He is happy who seeks refuge in him.
R.

Then keep your tongue from evil 

And your lips from speaking deceit.

Turn aside from evil and do good;

Seek and strive after peace.

R.

The Lord turns his face against the wicked

To destroy their remembrance from the earth.

The Lord turns his eyes to the just

And his ears to their appeal.

R.

FIRST READING

315
[Lectionary: no. 757(3)]

Ezek. 47: 1-9,12

I saw the water flowing from the temple and all who were touched by it were saved.

A reading from the book of the prophet Ezekiel

In the midst of a vision I received from the Lord, the angel brought me back to the entrance of the Temple of the Lord, where a stream came out from under the Temple threshold and flowed eastward, since the Temple faced east.  The water flowed from under the right side of the Temple, south of the altar.

He took me out by the north gate and led me right round outside as far as the outer east gate where the water flowed out on the right-hand side.  The man went to the east holding his measuring line and measured off a thousand cubits; he then made me wade across the stream; the water reached my ankles.  He measured off another thousand and made me wade across the stream again; the water reached my knees.  He measured off another thousand and made me wade across again; the water reached my waist.  He measured off another thousand; it was now a river which I could not cross; the stream had swollen and was now deep water, a river impossible to cross.  He then said, “Do you see, son of man?”

He took me further, then brought me back to the bank of the river.  When I got back, there were many trees on each bank of the river.  He said, “This water flows east down to the Arabah and to the sea; and flowing into the sea it makes its waters wholesome.  Wherever the river flows, all living creatures teeming in it will live.  Fish will be very plentiful, for wherever the water goes it brings health, and life teems wherever the river flows.

Along the river, on either bank, will grow every kind of fruit tree with leaves that never wither and fruit that never fails; they will bear new fruit every month, because this water comes from the sanctuary.  And their fruit will be good to eat and the leaves medicinal.”

This is the word of the Lord.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM
Ps. 27

1, 4, 8b-9abc, 13-14

R. The Lord is my light and my help.
The Lord is my light and my help;

Whom shall I fear?

The Lord is the stronghold of my life;

Before whom shall I shrink?
R.

There is one thing I ask of the Lord,

For this I long,

To live in the house of the Lord,

All the days of my life,

To savor the sweetness of the Lord,

To behold his temple.

R.
It is your face, O Lord, that I seek;

Hide not your face.

Dismiss not your servant in anger;

You have been my help.

R.
I am sure I shall see the Lord’s goodness

In the land of the living.

Hope in him, hold firm and take heart.

Hope in the Lord!


R.

SECOND READING

316
[Lectionary: no. 758(1)]

Rom. 6:3-5

When we were baptized we joined Jesus in death so that we might walk in the newness of his life.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans

When we were baptized in Christ Jesus we were baptized into his death; in other words, when we were baptized we went into the tomb with him and joined him in death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead by the Father’s glory, we too might live a new life.

If in union with Christ we have imitated his death, we shall also imitate him in his resurrection.

This is the word of the Lord.
SECOND READING

317
[Lectionary: no. 758(2)]

Rom. 8:28-32

We have become more like God’s own Son.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Romans
We know that by turning everything to their good, God co-operates with all those who love him, with all those that he has called according to his purpose.

They are the ones he chose specially long ago and intended to become true images of his Son, so that his Son might be the eldest of many brothers.  He called those he intended for this; those he called he justified, and with those he justified he shared his glory.

After saying this, what can we add?  With God on our side who can be against us?  Since God did not spare his own Son, but gave him up to benefit us all, we may be certain, after such a gift, that he will not refuse anything he can give.

This is the word of the Lord.

SECOND READING

318
[Lectionary: no. 758(3)]

1 Cor. 12:12-13

In the one Spirit we were all baptized into the one body.

A reading from the first letter of Paul to the Corinthians

Just as a human body, though it is made up of many parts, is a single unit because all these parts, though many, make one body, so it is with Christ.  In the one Spirit we were all baptized, Jews as well as Greeks, slaves as well as citizens, and one Spirit was given to us all to drink.

This is the word of the Lord.
SECOND READING

319
[Lectionary: no. 758(4)]

Gal. 3: 26-28

All baptized in Christ, have put on Christ.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Galatians

You are, all of you, sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  All baptized in Christ, you have all clothed yourselves in Christ, and there are no more distinctions between Jew and Greek, slave and free, male and female, but all of you are one in Christ Jesus.

This is the word of the Lord.
SECOND READING

320
[Lectionary: no. 758(5)]

Eph. 4: 1-6

One Lord, one faith, one baptism.

A reading from the letter of Paul to the Ephesians

I, the prisoner in the Lord, implore you to lead a life worthy of your vocation.  Bear with one another charitably, in complete selflessness, gentleness and patience.  Do all you can to preserve the unity of the Spirit by the peace that binds you together.

There is one Body, one Spirit, just as you were all called into one and the same hope when you were called.  There is one Lord, one faith, one baptism, and one God who is Father of all, over all, through all and within all.

This is the word of the Lord.
SECOND READING

321
[Lectionary: no. 758(6)]

1 Pet. 2: 4-5, 9-10

You are a chosen race, a royal priesthood.

A reading from the first letter of Peter

The Lord is the living stone, rejected by men but chosen by God and precious to him; set yourselves close to him so that you too, the holy priesthood that offers the spiritual sacrifices which Jesus Christ has made acceptable to God, may be living stones making a spiritual house.

But you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a consecrated nation, a people set apart to sing the praises of God who called you out of the darkness into his wonderful light.

Once you were not a people at all and now you are the People of God; once you were outside the mercy and now you have been given mercy.

This is the word of the Lord.
BAPTISM PRAYER OF THE FAITHFUL
Celebrant: My brothers and sisters, let us ask our Lord Jesus Christ to look lovingly on these children who are to be baptized, on their parents and godparents, and on all the baptized.
Leader: By the mystery of your death and resurrection, bathe these children in light, give them the new life of baptism and welcome them into your holy Church. 
All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Through baptism and confirmation, make them your, faithful followers and witnesses to your gospel.  

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Lead them by a holy life to the joys of God's king​dom.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Make the lives of their parents and godparents exam​ples of faith to inspire these children.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Keep their families always in your love.

All: Lord, hear our prayer.

Leader: Renew the grace of our baptism in each one of us. 

All: Lord, hear our prayer.
